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4 May 2007 

Media Release 
 

GITA Awards Bursaries 
 
The Geospatial Information and Technology Association (GITA) for Australia & New 

Zealand announced the award of its first round of student bursaries. 

 

Six students from various parts of Australia and New Zealand will receive $5,000 

over 3 years whilst studying GIS related courses. 

 

Mr Chris Stoltz, CEO of GITA, said that the bursaries are to encourage students to 

take up geospatial studies. 

 

“There is a severe shortage of properly trained geospatial professionals”, Mr. Stoltz 

said. “GITA is determined to contribute to the supply of geospatial professionals and 

by awarding these bursaries GITA hopes to encourage more students into this 

exciting discipline”, he said. 

 

In addition to $5,000, some bursary awardees will be offered employment during the 

university holidays and when they graduate. 

 

The GITA Bursaries have been sponsored with Energy Australia, Board of Surveying 

and Spatial Information (BOSSI), Australian New Zealand Land Information Council 

(ANZLIC), Autodesk, Corporate GIS Consultants, Gold Coast City Council and we-do-

IT. 

 

Bursaries have been awarded to … 

 Christopher Maguire of Wanganui, New Zealand (ANZLIC) 
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 James Paull of Nertherby, South Australia (ANZLIC) 

 Charlotte Plug of Byford, Western Australia(Autodesk) 

 Jason Wendt of Ramsgate Beach, New South Wales (BOSSI) 

 Peter Worthington of Toowoomba, Queensland (Gold Coast City Council) 

 Andrew Saunder of Worrolong, South Australia (we-do-IT) 

 

Mr Jason Wendt said that winning this bursary was going to make a huge difference 

to him. “There have been times when I have worked a night job rather than study”, 

Mr Wendt said. 

 

“GITA’s bursary means that I can certainly keep at least one night each week clear 

for formal studies”, he said. 

 

Mr James Paull said he was thrilled to be awarded a bursary. 

 

“ I want to be a leader in my field and the GITA bursary will certainly help me 

achieve this”, he said. 

 

“Now I can afford text books and software, and possibly attend some conferences or 

courses at other learning institutions”, Mr Paull said. 

 

GITA will seek further applications again later in a year. 

 
------ END------ 
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Chris Stoltz 
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